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Abstract 
As South Africa enters the new millennium and is currently in its second term of 
democracy, the question remains: is outcomes-based education preliminmy the way 
fOl1llard for learners in South Africa. The new education system recognises the 
importance of arts education and specifically music education at the primary school 
level. This article focuses on music education at independent schools in Gauteng, South 
Africa. The reporting of this article is based on the author's doctoral thesis entitled 
"Outcomes-based music education in the foundation phase at independent schools in 
Gauteng, South Africa". The principal form of research was a questionnaire sent to 
music teachers at primary schools registered with the Independent Schools Council 
(ISC). The pUlpose of the questionnaires was to contribute to a study on teachers' 
perceptions, attitudes and opinions regarding music education and outcomes-based 
education. The questionnaire was divided into three main sections, namely: personal 
and professional details, outcomes-based education and general information. Both open 
and closed types of questions were employed. The questionnaire yielded both 
ambivalent views about the change of the education system as well as the inclusion of 
music as an area of learning within "Arts and Culture". It also identified current 
teaching trends and exposed areas of weakness that call for attention. 
Background 
After a long history of disparate and unequal education, the South African government is still 
faced with the challenge of transforming education and addressing the imbalances created by 
apartheid. Curriculum20051 (C2005) is probably the most significant reform in South African 
education of the last century. It is directed towards achieving a prosperous, truly united, 
democratic and internationally competitive country with literate, creative and critical citizens 
leading productive, self-fulfilled lives in a country free of violence, discrimination and 
prejudice (DOE, 1997). Outcomes-based education (OBE) is seen as an approach to education 
while C2005 is seen as the curriculum that has been developed within an outcomes-based 
framework. OBE aims at what (outcome) and whether learners are learning as more important 
than when and how they learn it. The progressive, learner-centred principles of OBE in C2005 
were not new in South Africa, especially to teachers at independent schools. The new 
curriculum collapsed subject areas and formed eight learning areas. The inclusion of Arts and 
Culture as a learning area still poses problems for most state-funded schools because many do 
not have specialist arts teachers. Independent schools to a large extent maintain separate 
subjects with specialist teachers, enhancing the attractiveness of independent over state-funded 
schooling. 
1 Curriculum 2005 arose out of coalition processes designed to ensure the integration of 
education and training through the National Qualifications framework (NQF). As an 
assessment, qualifications, competency and skills based frameworks, it encouraged the 
development of a curriculum model aligned to the NQF in theory and practice. 
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